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was pregnant for the second time. Although this meant new
financial difficulties, Dostoevsky was overjoyed. He show-
ered Anna with attentions, and his excessive solicitude amused
her. He was convinced that the child would be a girl and
decided to name her Lubov. He hid from his wife a copy
of War and Peace, because of Tolstoy's description of the
agonized death of Princess Bolkonskaya in childbirth.
"I await this child with emotion, fear, hope, and humility/'
Dostoevsky wrote to Strakhov. Fearing that his wife would
give birth to her child in Italy, where she knew no one, and
where the doctors could not understand her, he decided to
leave Florence for Prague, a Slav city par excellence, since it
had been the seat of the Slavic congress in 1867. They
traveled by way of Venice, where Dostoevsky visited St.
Mark's Cathedral and the Doges' Palace, visited Bologna,
where he admired Raphael's "St. Cecilia," and passed through
Trieste and Vienna. But in Prague the Dostoevskys could
not find an apartment nor even a furnished room. They had
no choice but to return to Dresden, which at least was fa-
miliar to them.
They arrived in Dresden in August; in September, Anna
Grigorievna gave birth to a girl. Her father wrote, "Three
days ago our daughter Lubov came into the world. Every-
thing went well. The baby is plump, healthy and pretty."
But the doctor, the midwife, and the tradesmen were not
paid, and there was only ten taler in the family purse. Dosto-
evsky wrote to the editor of Dawn to ask for an advance on
his next novel, but the money was long in coming. Every
day Dostoevsky went to the window of the bank, and every
day was shown the door by the clerks, who made fun of
him.
"How can I write at this moment? I walk up and down in